
ILLINOIS HARVEST PERMIT WITH ROUTE AUTHORIZATIONS – REFERENCE GUIDE 2019 

This document is provided as a reference guide to obtain a no cost IH permit and Route Authorizations from the 
State of Illinois.  If further assistance is required, call the IDOT Oversize/Overweight Permit Office at  
217-785-1477 extension 1 or contact them via email at dot.permitoffice@illinois.gov.    
 

Illinois Harvest (IH) permits with Route Authorizations 
 

The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) will make the Illinois Harvest (IH) permit and the required 

Route Authorization(s) available between September 1st and December 31st each calendar year for customers 

electing to run OVERWEIGHT on state routes with agricultural commodities.    

To run OVERWEIGHT on state routes, customers will be required to obtain both an IH permit and a 14-day Route 

Authorization from the Illinois Transportation Automated Permit (ITAP) system. A separate 14-day Route 

Authorization must be obtained for each being route traveling on to ensure the route is safe for that load.  

Please note: the route found by the ITAP system is the safest route eligible for the vehicles configurations and 

weights entered and it may not be the shortest route.  For a shorter more direct route, the customer should 

elect to travel with a legal weight load and NOT an overweight load.  If the customer is NOT running overweight, 

an IH permit and Route Authorization are NOT needed but all posted weight limits on structures must be 

adhered to.   

Before you start  

Before starting to enter an IH permit into ITAP, customers will need to have their Vehicle Identification Card 

available (see example). Information from this card will be required for entry on the IH permit Application.   
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Illinois Transportation Automated Permits (ITAP) system 

The ITAP system can be accessed by going to http://webapps.dot.illinois.gov/ITAP/.  It is recommended you use 

a modern browser, such as, Chrome, Edge or Firefox.  To obtain the IH permit and/or required Route 

Authorization(s), you can either to go to this site and Log On or you can come to the IDOT OS/OW Permit Office 

walk up window in Springfield, IL and Log On to the computer provided.  If you do not have a Log On, you must 

create one before you can obtain a permit.   

 

If you do not wish to create a Log On, you must contact a permit service to obtain your IH permit and Route 

Authorization(s).  A list of Permit Services that have provided their information to IDOT can be found on the ITAP 

system under the Oversize Overweight Movements section of the home page.  
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Ordering an Illinois Harvest Permit 
Once logged in to the ITAP system:  

1. Select the Order Permit link from the Left Navigation menu,  
2. Select Limited Continuous Operation (LCO – Annual Quarterly) link from the Permitting System Menu 

and a list of available LCO permits will open, 
3. Select Illinois Harvest found under the Overweight Permits.   
 
 Please note: this link will only appear from September 1st until December 31st each year.   
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Ordering an Illinois Harvest Permit 

Once the  link has been selected, a screen with a list of provisions applicable to the IH permit 

will appear.  The customer must agree to these provisions by clicking on the I HAVE READ AND AGREE 

TO ABIDE BY, THE PROVISIONS STATED ABOVE statement at the bottom of the provisions list.  

 

The Illinois Harvest application is like prior years, includes capturing the Tractor ID number or VIN number.  

Validations on the application will ensure the information entered about the vehicle meets limits set for an IH 

permit and does not exceed them.  It will also notify the customer if the configuration entered does not exceed 

legal limits an no permit is required.   
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Ordering an Illinois Harvest Permit
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Ordering an Illinois Harvest Permit 

Once all required fields on the application indicated with a red asterisk (*) are filled out the customer can either:  

• Click the Save button at the bottom of the page to complete the application later.   

o Once the application is saved the customer can find the incomplete application in their My 

Permits bin on the Left Navigation panel and:  

▪ View the Details of the Application  

▪ Edit the application to complete it  

▪ Not want the application  

• Click the Submit button at the bottom of the page to complete the application and issue the IH permit.  

NOTE: The IH permit number will begin with the letter “H”.   

 
o The issued IH permit will be emailed to the transmission email associated with that application. 

mailto:dot.permitoffice@illinois.gov


ILLINOIS HARVEST PERMIT WITH ROUTE AUTHORIZATIONS – REFERENCE GUIDE 2019 

This document is provided as a reference guide to obtain a no cost IH permit and Route Authorizations from the 
State of Illinois.  If further assistance is required, call the IDOT Oversize/Overweight Permit Office at  
217-785-1477 extension 1 or contact them via email at dot.permitoffice@illinois.gov.    
 

Viewing an Issued Illinois Harvest Permit 
Once the IH permit has been issued the customer can view the following:  

• Details of an IH permit application can be found by going to one of the following three bins:   

o The Search/Print Permit bin on the Left Navigation panel and clicking on Details next to the 

Issued IH permit  

o The Issued Permits bin on the Left Navigation panel and clicking on Details next to the Issued IH 

permit 

o The Route Authorizations bin on the Left Navigation panel and clicking on Details next to the 

Issued IH permit 

• Display and/or Print the PDF copy of an issued IH permit that is in effect by going to:   

o The Issued Permits bin on the Left Navigation panel and clicking on Display next to the Issued IH 

permit. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:dot.permitoffice@illinois.gov


ILLINOIS HARVEST PERMIT WITH ROUTE AUTHORIZATIONS – REFERENCE GUIDE 2019 

This document is provided as a reference guide to obtain a no cost IH permit and Route Authorizations from the 
State of Illinois.  If further assistance is required, call the IDOT Oversize/Overweight Permit Office at  
217-785-1477 extension 1 or contact them via email at dot.permitoffice@illinois.gov.    
 

Ordering a 14-day Route Authorization for  
an Illinois Harvest Permit 

Ordering a 14-day Route Authorization for an IH Permit can be done one of three ways.  

1.  “Click to Order a Route Authorization” link given as soon as the IH permit is issued.  

   

2. Click on Order Permit, then click on Limited Continuous Operation (LCO – Annual/Quarterly) and then 

click on Harvest Route Authorization.  This can be used when obtaining a required Route Authorization 

long after the IH permit has been ordered. 

                   

The customer will then be prompted to enter their IH permit number so that it can associate the 14-day 

Route Authorization with the correct IH permit and complete all the routing steps.  
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Ordering a 14-day Route Authorization for  
an Illinois Harvest Permit 

The customer will be taken to the Route Authorizations grid for that specific IH permit.  The customer 

will then need to click on the Create New Route button at the top of the grid.  

 

3. Click on the Route Authorizations link in the Left Navigation panel and the Route Authorization grid for 

that specific IH permit.  The customer will then need to click on the Create New Route button at the top 

of the grid.  

All three way cause the Route Authorization for IH permits application to open. 
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Ordering a 14-day Route Authorization for  
an Illinois Harvest Permit 

Most of the fields will be prepopulated from the IH permit ordered previously.   
 
The customer needs to indicate the Estimated Number of Trips that will be made with this truck for the specific 
route they are obtaining the route authorization for.   

 

Then the customer needs to verify the Transmission and Contact Information is correct. 

 

 After verification of all information the customer will either click on either the Save button to save the Route 

Authorization application and complete the routing later or click on Save 

and Get Route button to be taken to the routing page and complete the Route Authorization needed. 

When the Routing screen loads, 

they will have to accept the typical 

ITAP Routing Disclaimer that all 

routing customers must accept to 

obtain a route.   

 

 

Then they will then be presented 

with a second pop up that 

reiterates that these loads are prohibited from traveling on Interstates.  If they are unable to comply with the 

required method of travel they need to select the Go Back button and they will be returned to the application 

page and no Route Authorization will be issued.  If they can comply they need to select the Accept button to 

continue on to selecting the route.  
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Ordering a 14-day Route Authorization for 
an Illinois Harvest Permit 

  

All the same Routing functions are available to them to find an acceptable route including the use of Waypoints. 

The system _should_ prevent them from being able to route on any interstate, as well as, on any Non-

Designated route if the legal length of the king pin, trailer or overall length exceeds legal length.    

The map has been enhanced with new layers to show which roads are acceptable for IH permit to travel and if 

an unacceptable road is clicked on the customer will be given one of the two popups shown above.   
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Ordering a 14-day Route Authorization for 
an Illinois Harvest Permit 

 
 

Once the system finds them an acceptable route, they 
will be returned to Step 5: Find a Route and will need to 
click the Next Step button and then Accept the selected 

Route. 

  

 

The Conditions pop up will open and need to be accepted 

to be returned to the Route Authorization application page.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once completed the routing page will let the customer know the route was accepted and they will be returned 

to the Route Authorization Acceptance page:  
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Ordering a 14-day Route Authorization for  
an Illinois Harvest Permit 

Once on the Route Authorization Acceptence page customer can choose to:  

• Cancel the Route Authorization – to so this the need to click the Cancel button. When doing this the 
customer will be:  

o Returned the customer’s Route Authorization grid 
o The route they just created will be in a Not Submitted Status 

▪ If they choose to go back to the routing page later, the system saves their origin, 
destination and any waypoints entered but it will have to recheck their routes to ensure 
no restrictions have been added to their desired route before the route authorization 
can be issued.  

 
 
 

• Accept the Route Authorization – to do this they will need to click on the I Accept button.  Once they do 

this:  

o The customer’s screen will show the issued Permit Number confirmation message 

 
o The customer will be returned to their Issued Permits/Route Authorization bin 

o An email with attached PDF will be sent to the transmission email address associated with the 

application.    
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Viewing a 14-day Route Authorization for  
an Illinois Harvest Permit 

To view all Route Authorizations, issued or saved, that are associated to a specific issued IH permit the customer 

can click on the Route Auths button next to the IH permit is it associated with, in either the Issued Permits bin or 

in the Route Authorizations bin located in the Left Navigation Panel.  

 

 

 

 

The Route Authorization number will match the IH permit Number, but also have a sequentially numbered 

suffix. 
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Viewing a 14-day Route Authorization for  
an Illinois Harvest Permit 

To view and/or print the PDF copy of the the Route Authorizations for an Issued IH permit the customer needs 

to click on the Display Button in the Route Authorization Grid and then open the PDF file.  

 

 

Clicking on the Route link In Route Authorization grid displays the route approved on that specific 14-day Route 

Authorization.  
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Requirements for 14-day Route Authorizations: 
• An IH permit is required to obtain a 14-day Route Authorization for every route traveled on.  

• If the same vehicle will be used on the same route repeatedly that same day, only the one weekly route 

authorization per IH permit is needed for that 14-day period.  

• If the same vehicle will be used on multiple routes that day, then a Weekly Route Authorization is 

needed for each route that will be traveled in that 14-day period with that vehicle.  The customer is only 

able to obtain a 14-day Route Authorization to start on the first day of travel.  They are not able to 

obtain a Weekly Route Authorization in advance (i.e. they can’t order a month’s worth of RA’s on a 

single day.) 

• The IH permit, Weekly Route Authorization and OPER 993 shall be carried in the cab of the truck making 

the move.  

• All movements shall be made strictly in compliance with the General Provisions on Page 3 of the issued 

permit, as well as, all the provisions found on the OPER 993 Special Vehicle Movements Permit 

Provisions.  Including, but no limited to a rotating, oscillating or flashing amber light must be mounted 

on the load to be seen 500 feet in all directions.  

• The newest OPER 993 can be found on the ITAP home page https://webapps.dot.illinois.gov/ITAP/.  

• 14-day Route Authorizations are only giving permission to use routes that are under the State’s 

Jurisdiction.   

• Local permission to travel on routes under a local entity’s jurisdiction shall be obtained from that local 

entity prior to moving.  

• Illinois Toll Authority permission to travel on routes under the Illinois Toll Authority’s jurisdiction shall be 

obtained from the Illinois Toll Authority prior to moving.   
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SAMPLE OF THE ILLINOIS HARVEST PERMIT  
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SAMPLE OF THE 14-DAY ROUTE AUTHORIZATION  
FOR THE ILLINOIS HARVEST PERMIT 
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